A team of more than 200 scientists representing diverse academic organizations from more than 35 countries recently announced plans to assess the impact COVID‐19 has had on global mental wellness and what can be learned from it.

Currently, more than 45,000 people from about 100 countries have participated in what researchers are calling the world\'s largest international survey. The Collaborative Outcomes Study on Health and Functioning during Infection Times (COH‐FIT) is supported by the World Psychiatric Association, officials said.

Survey questions cover topics including mental health, food intake, feelings of stress and how people are coping. Researchers are encouraging online input from adults, adolescents and even children.

"The data will help identify the short‐term and long‐term physical and psychological effects of the coronavirus pandemic in the general population," Daniel Guinart, M.D., M.Sc., research scientist at the Feinstein Institutes for Medical Research, told *MHW*.

Guinart added, "Also, data will allow us to identify people who are at higher or lower risk for physical and mental health problems during infection times and during different levels of restrictions, and to identify risk and protective factors that will inform prevention and intervention programs for the COVID‐19 pandemic and should other pandemics occur in the future."

The COH‐FIT survey will be distributed three times: (1) during the pandemic (wave 1), (2) six months (wave 2) after the end of the pandemic and (3) 12 months (wave 3) after the end of the pandemic.

Researchers intend to publish the results, said Guinart; however, publication times vary depending on many factors, including journal type and peer review. It will mostly be determined by the evolution of the pandemic and subsequent government policies, he said. "If restrictions keep being lifted and enough people complete the survey, we should be able to have data about the first wave published by fall or even earlier," Guinart said.

For more information, visit [https://www.coh‐fit.com](https://www.coh-fit.com).
